Editor with a Difference
educating people on political and moral values. Gandhiji, when he
first started journalism in South Africa, grew in this climate.
Though industrial civilization later dominated every aspect of
human life, Gandhiji was still preaching high standards and trying
to introduce a sense of value through his writings.
The educational mission that the press is capable of accomplish-
ing depends, in a large measure, upon the talent of those who write
for the papers. If a journalist possesses personality, he can
accustom his readers to follow him into almost every field and,
in the end, impose upon them a veritable education. The public is
fascinated by the radiation of his personality. The reader is auto-
matically attracted by personal magnetism. In the field of
journalism, this is, perhaps, the one axiom that does not admit of
dispute. If a journalist, on the other hand, is strongly individual,
he will, from time to time, make his articles almost always un-
readable as he asks too much of the reader. To give his readers
an elementary course of politics would demand a great deal of tact,
and still more talent. He, perforce confines himself to writing
in his usual style, which is incomprehensible for the public and
often prevents it from taking interest in political happenings. In
brief, the writer alone is in a position to link up with the very
sources of life an important event, be it political, social or economic
and in a few words, bring it into the strictly human domain which
is accessible to all.
This was Gandhiji's magic. His treatment was like that. That
was why his readers would read his writings as gospel truth. His
personality would attract readers, his writings would elevate them
to a higher plane, would help them in a holy communion with
God, which, in his case was truth.
"There was not only a new thought but a new language in
newspaper writing and what he wrote was the best in political
thought and finest in journalistic writings. No editor could escape
being influenced by GandhijCs writings"7
Gandhiji had sometimes reviewed books. That was done also
from the point of view of service to the community. If he would
come across a book which would prove useful to the people, he
would write about it with his comments. He reviewed, at length
7 A. S. lyengar: All Through the Gandhian Era (Hind Kitabs Ltd., Bombay,
1950), p. 28.
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